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DENGUE FEVER — PILBARA 

767. Hon ALANNA CLOHESY to the parliamentary secretary representing the Minister for Health: 
I ask this question on behalf of Hon Stephen Dawson, who has had to leave on urgent parliamentary business.  

I refer to the report in today’s The West Australian regarding dengue fever.  

(1) Will the minister confirm that dengue fever was recently contracted in the Pilbara?  

(2) How many cases of the disease have been confirmed?  

(3) How is the disease spread, and is the Pilbara at risk of an outbreak of the disease?  
(4) Is it compulsory for general practitioners to report confirmed cases of mosquito-borne viruses; and, if 

not, why not?  
(5) What new measures will the government take to eradicate this disease in the Pilbara?  

Hon ALYSSA HAYDEN replied:  
I thank the honourable member for some notice of this question. The following information has been provided to 
me by the Minister for Health —  
(1) Yes.  
(2) One case that appears to have been acquired in the Pilbara region has been confirmed by laboratory 

testing.  
(3) Dengue fever is transmitted by the bite of an infected mosquito. Only particular species of Aedes 

mosquitoes—primarily Aedes aegypti and, of lesser importance, Aedes albopictus—are competent 
vectors for the dengue viruses. Neither of these mosquito species has been identified in WA since 1970, 
except for a limited incursion of Aedes aegypti near Broome in late 2000, when the mosquito was 
successfully eradicated and no human cases of disease were identified.  

The Department of Health has investigated the area in the Pilbara where the local case lives and works, 
and has not identified any exotic mosquitoes. In addition, local medical practitioners and laboratories 
have been alerted to consider the possibility of dengue fever in people with symptoms consistent with 
dengue virus infection; no further cases have been identified to date. Finally, blood specimens collected 
from people with consistent illnesses within the last few months and resident in the Pilbara region have 
been retrospectively tested and no further cases of locally acquired dengue virus infection have been 
identified. Hence, the Department of Health believes this is an isolated case and that there is no 
outbreak of dengue fever in the Pilbara. There is little current risk of an outbreak, particularly given that 
climatic conditions in the Pilbara are not conducive to the establishment of exotic Aedes species.  

(4) Dengue fever and infections caused by several other mosquito-borne viruses—for example Ross River 
virus, Barmah Forest virus, Murray Valley encephalitis virus and chikungunya virus—are all notifiable 
by both attending doctors and laboratories to the Department of Health, as a requirement of the WA 
Health Act 1911.  

(5) The department has already undertaken environmental surveys in the area that have shown no species of 
mosquitoes capable of carrying dengue present. Follow-up survey work will be undertaken when 
environmental conditions have changed and may increase the likelihood of mosquito breeding.  
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